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u Look," I said, " who is that? "

Far off on the opposite gorge a black figure was descend-
ing the mountain-side. He was so far away that it was
difficult to sec him unless you kept your eyes on him all the
time. Father Gabriel, whose eyes were not strong, was
unable to see him at all, but the Bedouin picked him out at
once and mentioned a name to the monk.

" Ah," said Brother Gabriel, " he is an old monk who
spends all his time climbing the mountains to fix crosses on
the high places. You have seen the crosses everywhere
around. He puts them there in memory of the glorious
martyrs and hermits who once lived and died here."

It was my last night in Sinai. As I sat alone after supper,
in the little room next to my bedroom, a monk brought in
the visitors' book for me to sign. As I turned its pages,
famous and interesting names revealed themselves in the
light of the lamp. It is strange that many a bad hotel in
much frequented portions of the earth has a visitors' booi
bound in precious vellum, while the monks of Sinai, whose
visitors are as unnumbered as the sands and include pilgrims
of all ages and of all countries, content themselves with an
exercise book.

This visitors' book is a modern touch in Sinai, for it begins
only in the year 1860. Burckhardt has told us that when he
visited the monastery in 1816 he found the walls covered with
scraps of paper on which visitors had written their names,
so that the present book is evidently what is termed "a
long-felt want."

The first entry is that of Johan Thomas Olaf Neergaard
of Copenhagen, who stayed there from March 19-21, 1860.
The first English entries in that year are those of G. M.
Nickels, S. H. Moore, and William Howard Doughty, who
left sixty francs for the benefit of the monastery.

There is an entry in French dated March, 1868, by a large
party from the Suez Canal Company, in which appears the
signature of a Marie Voisin. Written on the same page, but
on September 30, 1935, are the words " The son of Marie